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The miracle in the manger 

Jesus’ birth marked the beginning of the Lord’s rescue 
plan for us all. A plan that meant Jesus would eventu-
ally die on a cross for our sins, trading His blameless 
life for our broken souls. He didn’t have to, but He 
chose to so that we might know the grace of His for-
giveness and one day have eternal life with Him. Truly 
a gift beyond measure! 

But in order to receive this gift, we must first say “yes” 
to Jesus as our Lord and Saviour. And then, in faithful 
obedience, we continue to say “yes” to Him every day. 

Friends, I don’t know where your heart is this Christ-
mas season. Perhaps, like me, you, have felt a convict-
ing tug on your soul as all the to-dos and expectations 
of the season have begun to pile up. If so, fear not. 
Just as Mary did so many years ago, we can refocus 
our hearts on the miracle at hand. 

The festive parties will come and go, and leftover 
Christmas cookies will start to get stale. But the saving 
Truth of our Lord and Saviour will remain and will al-
ways be worthy of our first yes. 

Corrie Gerbatz 
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A Christmas Letter 

This year has just flown by. 

I am so impressed and honoured to serve in a 
parish that even during so difficult a year as 2021 
has been that  

• Some of the most vulnerable in our 

community have been supported through 

the operations Helping Hand Food Pantry. 

• That we were able to maintain a 

worshipping community throughout the 

entire year, 

• We managed to run an ALPHA course in 

cooperation with St Barnabas in Charnwood. 

• We have made some significant 

improvements to our facilities. 

Thank you for your contributions, many and 
varied, to these accomplishments. 

I am aware that for many the personal or family 
difficulties of the year make it hard to rejoice in 
these achievements. Yet on the other hand, so 
many of you have shared the miraculous hand of 
God in your lives and the lives of those close to 
you. By sharing those stories, you have 
encouraged us all. 

I also realise that many of the things I had so 
hopefully and excitedly projected for 2021 did not 
happen: 

• Men’s and Women’s fellowship groups 

• Easter in the Park family day 

• A “Blessing of the Animals and Spring 

Festival”  

• But the Christmas Day lunch… is happening! 

So, thank you for your contribution to the ministry 
that God has called us to as His church in this part 
of His world. 

Over the past few weeks, we have listened to Paul 
as he has celebrated with the Philippians over their 
partnership with him in the gospel. 

Joy and celebration should be a key aspect of the 
Christian walk. Despite the ups and downs of day-to
-day existence and the general trials and tribulations 
that life brings, God's people are people who rejoice. 

Paul is in prison. He is under the threat of death. 

The people to whom he writes are themselves 
undergoing severe trial (Philippians 1:29). Yet the 
constant theme that Paul brings forth is joy.  

• He rejoices in their fellowship and partnership  

• He rejoices in the preaching of the gospel  

• He continually urges the Philippians to rejoice 

in their faith  

• He obviously rejoices in their generosity  

The truth of the Christian life is this: 

• When we find our life’s cause in Christ, 

• When will live for Christ, 

• When we live for those whom Christ came to 

save, 

• As we give of ourselves and the gifts God has 

given us 

Then so much greater the celebration for what He 
does in and through us. 

As scripture tells us  

Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. And thereby 
put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open the windows of heaven for you 
and pour down for you a blessing until there 
is no more need. 

Malachi 3:10 (ESV) 

Now to him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us… 

Ephesians 3:20 (ESV) 

As I did last year, I will again ask you all to ask God 
what it is He is asking of you as a financial 
commitment to St Pauls Ginninderra for 2022.  

• For all of us I hope and pray that this 

Christmas and New Year will be marked by 

peace and rest for you and your loved ones. 

• If you are staying home this Christmas, we 

look forward to seeing you at one of the 

Parish Christmas Services. 

• If you are travelling go with God, call on His 

peace, His presence and His grace while you 

are away from home. 

Lynette and I wish you, your family and all whom 
you encounter, every blessing through Jesus our 
Lord this Christmas. 

Merry Christmas! 

Ken & Lynette Rampling 
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Christmas is so full of wonder, meaning and 
tradition. But, where did all these things that we 
now call "Christmas" come from? Let's briefly 
sketch the origin and development of what we now 
celebrate as Christ's Birth. 

The Biblical Celebration 

• The Dawning of Light (Luke 1:78-79) 

• The Fullness of Time (Galatians 4:4-5) 

• The Mystery of Incarnation (1 Timothy 
3:16) 

The Pagan Connection 

Dr. Phillip Schaff, a noted church historian of the 
last century, wrote a monumental 8-volume 
History of the Christian Church. In this work he 
relates that history records the ancients celebrated 
an annual victory of the Sun over the long night of 
winter. This religious festival was held near the 
winter solstice (Northern Hemisphere) of 
December 21-22 each year. 

By Roman times there was: 

• A silent testimony of nature: the seasons 
that show winter as death and spring as life 
and resurrection. And, 

• A Public Celebration in Paganism that: 

• Related the Sol Invictus legend of the 
conquest of darkness by the Sun. 

• This tradition was embodied in the 
Saturnalia Festival. This festival was a feast 
of images, the giving of gifts, and the 
setting free of slaves. 

According to the Astronomers, on the night of 21-
22 December in the northern hemisphere, the 
earth is at its darkest, the night is the longest, and 
the light of day is the shortest. 

What an amazing picture of Christ's coming to us. 
As John 1 says, “He came to a sin-darkened world, 
He came as a Sunrise from on High and offered a 
free gift of salvation and liberation from servitude 
to the servants of darkness.” 

The Christian Regeneration of this Pagan 
Celebration 

By the year AD 360 the church was celebrating the 
Birth, Life, Death and Resurrection of Christ. 

By AD 386, Chrysostom was preaching, "Without 
the birth of Christ there is no Baptism, no Passion, 
no Resurrection, no Ascension and no Pouring out 
of the Holy Spirit..." 

As the centuries went on the tradition grew to 
include Epiphany [manifestation] when Christ was 
circumcised on the 8th day after His birth. The 
eastern church celebrates this on January 6. 

The Christian Meaning to Ancient Traditions 

• December 25th was the Saturnalia Festival 
of emancipation, gift giving and the 
triumph of light after the longest night. The 
Christian sees the truth implicit in this 
pagan tradition that reflects: Christ the 
Light of the world, His triumph over the 
night of sin in Luke 1:78-79. 

• Evergreen Trees were the symbol of eternal 
life. Martin Luther introduced them to the 
Reformation Church as a picture of our 
endless life in Christ, by bringing in a tree 
to his family on Christmas Eve lit with 
candles (Isaiah 60:13). 

• Candles are a picture that Christ is the 
Light of the world (John 8). 

• Holly speaks of the thorns in His crown 
(Matthew 27:29). 

• Red is a colour of Christmas that speaks of 
Christ's blood and death. 

• Gifts are a reminder of the gifts of the Magi 
to baby Jesus. Each of them speak to a 
component of His incarnation: Majesty in 
life, Bitterest Agony in Death and He as 
Gods Perfect gift to us (Matthew 2). 

• The Yule Log was a symbol by which all the 
men in the family would carry a log large 
enough to burn for 12 days into the house. 
They were identifying with Christ and His 
Cross. The fire was started with a fragment 
from the previous year’s [this refers to the 
eternal existence of Christ before His birth] 
log. It speaks of warmth, unity, joy and the 
security of endless life. 

• Mistletoe was an ancient symbol from the 
Roman times. It was under Mistletoe that 
old enmities and broken friendship were 
restored.  So Christ was the One who took 
away the enmity and gave us Peace with 
God (Romans 5:1; Romans 8:1). 

• Bells are associated with ringing out news. 
Christ is the good news, the best news of 
all. 

• Christmas Eve is a time when we 
remember that Christ came in the darkest 
night of Earth's need to be the Light of the 
World. 

• Shepherds who were watching lambs for 
use as sacrifices in the Temple, were the 
first to hear the great news that the Lamb 
to end all sacrifices had appeared. 

• Christmas Pie is an old tradition that uses a 
Mince pie with various spices to remember 
the spices of the Magi. For centuries it was 
made in a manger shape. 

 

 

 

The Origin of Christmas Traditions and Christ's Birth 



5 Paul’s Epistle 2.30 – December 2021 

 

 

The Origin of Christmas Traditions and Christ's Birth cont ... 

Modern Additions 

• In 1822 Clement Moore wrote a poem for 
children that has never been forgotten. It 
was entitled, "Twas the Night before 
Christmas..." 

• Santa Claus is a Dutch word that is 
actually Sinter Claus, Saint Nicholas in 
English. 

• Saint Nicholas was the supposed early 
Bishop of a church in Asia Minor [the 
modern country of Turkey]. He became 
aware of some desperate needs in his 
congregation, and a family having to sell 
their children into slavery, so one night he 
came and left money on their doorstep. It 
was gold in a stocking. 

• Christmas Cards started in 1844. An 
English artist named William Dobson, 
drew up some pictures in England for use 
at this season. They found local use there 
and soon spread to America. In 1846 Cole 
and Horsley saw the commercial potential 
of this growing tradition and started the 
production of what is now over a $billion 
industry, that sees 4 billion cards sent 
each year in America alone. 

A Final Conclusion 

• Don't lose the Spiritual Depth of 
Christmas because of its Pagan 
association. 

• Don't miss the Spiritual Delight of 
Christmas because of the Commercial 
association. 

• Don't forget the Spiritual Despair of the 
World because of Christmas and its 
wonders. 

• Some challenges: 

1. Give a gift to Jesus. 

2. Like Christ, give to those who can't 
repay you. 

3. Pause to sense the darkness outside at 
night, and then thank God for sending 
the light. 

4. Read the Scriptures to your family. 

5. Start some traditions that point to 
Christ. 

6. Enjoy this wonderful time of the year, 
don't lose the season for the rush. 

Dr. John Barnett                                 
Discover the Book Ministries 

Christmas 2021 

Christmas Eve 24th December 

•  5.30pm Service 

•  7pm Community Carols - gather at 6:30pm 
for a sausage sizzle, drinks & Christmas 
cake, or bring a picnic 

Christmas Day 25th December 

•  9am Service 

•  Community Christmas Lunch 

Sunday 26th December 

•  9am Service 

ALPHA starting Friday 18  February 2022 
 
Want to explore the Christian Faith? 
Ask all your Questions! 
Enjoy a meal without obligations. 
Enquire or enrol on 6259 2931.  

Please pray for:  
1. The ALPHA team members as they prepare, 
2. God to call the ALPHA guests, and 

3. The right opportunity to invite the guests 
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Proverbs 31 Ministries 

Dear Lord, 
Today I confess ... I am so tired. This year has 
been harder than I expected and I ask you to take 
all the pieces that seem to be piling up. They are 
much too heavy for me. 
Thank you for loving me even when I don't have 
much to give, for your grace that carries me when I 
don't feel strong, and for the promise that you will 
work all these things for my good. 
Help me to rest in who I know you to be no matter 
how I feel. 
In Jesus' name,  
Amen 

Proverbs 31 Ministries 
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3 truths to take you from worry to worship 
Do you find yourself battling thoughts of worry that just won’t seem to let up? 

Maybe you’re worried about… 

… all the things on your plate to get done 

… feeling lonely, especially during the holidays 

… financial responsibilities you have 

Oh friend, you are not alone. 

These things are so heavy and hard to bear. We understand how they weigh on your heart 
and mind making you feel paralysed. 

But let us remind you today, our God is a God of more than enough. 

His Word says… 

 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. (Phil 4:13) 

 Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, 
I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Is 41:10) 

 Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than clothing? (Matt 6:25) 

So today, let’s choose to take our worries to the one who has promised to be faithful. 

Save this post as a reminder when you find yourself worrying again. He is for you 

Proverbs 31 Ministries 
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The First Noel  

“Noel” derives from the Latin verb “nasci,” to be 
born, and eventually trickled down into the French 
reference to the Christmas holiday. Defined, it 
literally means, “a Christmas carol” (Merriam 
Webster). The very world “Noel” is synonymous 
with Christmas.  

It’s quite possible that the tune of this song has 
been played since the 1200s. Davies Gilbert added 
the lyrics in the 1800s, and it was published in 
1823. The song retells the story from Luke 2 of the 
angels telling the shepherds in the field of the 
Saviour being born, and Matthew 2 has the wise 
men following the star to bring Him gifts.  

Embracing Noel sends us traveling back to an 
ancient era, where our timeless Saviour was born. 
The word used to describe the day of His birth 
became an anthem in celebration of the day of His 
birth. Though the angels sang in celebration of His 
birth first, we get to share in that joy of His 
coming by singing along today. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

Historically an Advent song, “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel” exudes the angst of a people waiting 
for their Saviour. With references to the Rod of 
Jesse and the Key of David, it envelopes the Old 
Testament prophecies of Jesus Christ, which brings 
the New Testament into an even brighter light.  

The first verse of the song speaks of the Son of 
God appearing. When we sing this classic 
Christmas carol, we are lauding the Lord over 
stanzas of Scripture that took over 800 years to be 
fulfilled. Isaiah spoke of the Messiah’s birth: 
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: 
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and will call him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). 
Centuries later, Matthew recorded these words: 
“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel” (which means 
“God with us”; Matthew 1:23).  

Joy to the World  

Isaac Watts penned the lyrics to “Joy to the 
World,” but God Himself ordained the Scripture 
that is referenced throughout its stanzas. Psalm 
98, Psalm 96:11-12 and Genesis 3:17-18 are all 
embraced in the beautiful truth of what Christmas 
is really about. Since 1719, we’ve had a melody to 
weave around the embrace of these promises. 
They are timeless and without boundary.  

“And so, let the heavens resound in gladness! Let 
joy be the earth’s rhythm as the sea and all its 
creatures roar. Let the fields grow in triumph, a 
grand jubilee for all that live there. Let all the 
trees of the forest dig in and reach high with songs 
of joy before the Eternal” (Psalm 96:11-12). 

“Joy to the World” is a repetition of God’s 
promises; ones that we need to repeat to 
ourselves far beyond the Christmas season. The 
very definition of the word, “joy,” is “a source or 
cause of delight” (Merriam-Webster). “He reigns 
with truth and grace.” He is righteous, He has 
come, and sits at the right hand of the Father with 
authority.  

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen  

In Mark 2, Jesus tells a demon to be quiet, and to 
come out of a man. They have no choice but to 
bow under His authority. Christmas was a turning 
point in God’s plan for our freedom. Out of the 
16th century, a carol was birthed to sing praise to 
happiness! “Merry” sprints past the laughter 
shared at the expense of a stunt gone wrong or a 
hilarious joke … it’s a state of pure joy!  

“Let nothing you dismay,  
For Jesus Christ our Saviour  
Was born upon this Day.”  

In the push of commercialism, we forget how 
happy we are supposed to be. Jesus has come, “To 
save poor souls from Satan’s power…” as John 
3:16 assures us: “For God expressed His love for 
the world in this way: He gave His only Son so 
that whoever believes in Him will not face 
everlasting destruction, but will have everlasting 
life.”  

O Little Town of Bethlehem  

Inspired by visiting Bethlehem, Phillips Brooks 
compiled this song in the mid-to-late 1800s. Jesus’ 
prophetical birth to the small village appears 700-
plus years prior in Micah 5:2: “But you, Bethlehem 
of Ephrathah, of the clans of Judah, are no poor 
relation—From your people will come a Ruler who 
will be the shepherd of My people, Israel, Whose 
origins date back to the distant past, to the 
ancient days.”  

“But in this world of sin  
Where meek souls will receive him still  
The dear Christ enters in.”  

Well into the song, we are reminded of the 
importance of the fulfilled prophesy of Christ’s 
birth. Beyond the tiny village of Bethlehem, long 
after He rose to be seated by His Father, souls 
would (and will) continue to find freedom in what 
began in that small situation.  

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Charles Wesley, in an effort to share the gospel 
with ordinary people, wrote “Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing” (1739) among many other famous 
hymns. It seems that he, too, knew the power of 
melody upon any memory. The very beginning of 
this classic Christmas carol gives glory to the story 
Luke told in his gospel.  

“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favour rests’” (Luke 
2:13-14). 

“Hark! the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn 
King!” When standing in worship together, singing 
that song, we are repeating Scripture! This catchy 
carol highlights the definitive nature of the 
Christian believer, for we solely embrace the fact 
that Jesus came here in the flesh, died, was 
resurrected, and ascended to heaven.  

“Hail the Flesh, the God Head see Hail the 
incarnate Deity Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel!”  

10 Christmas Carols that Tell the Real Story of Christmas 
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Go Tell it on the Mountain  

"Down in a lowly manger  
The humble Christ was born  
And God sent us salvation  
That blessed Christmas morn”  

“Go Tell it on the Mountain” is sung by everyone 
from cute little youngsters to full-blown adult 
choirs. Its powerful nature lies in the story it tells; 
a King coming down from heaven, humbled by 
human flesh for our salvation. Written by John 
Wesley Work Jr. in 1865, here is yet another 
centuries-old song that has continued to gain 
popularity and power over time.  

The gospel of Luke mentions Zechariah’s burst into 
praise when his speech is restored. With his 
previous lack of faith now overflowing with proof, 
he could not keep from shouting praise to God for 
who He was. Some call the text of Scripture 
referenced in this song, “Zechariah’s Song.” The 
power of Christ’s birth on earth is soul bending. 
When we allow our minds to sink into the scene 
beyond the story, we, too, will feel like shouting 
our praises for Him.  

Angels We Have Heard on High  

James Chadwick wrote “Angels We Have Heard on 
High” to sing of the story in the gospel of Luke, 
when Jesus Christ was born. The shepherds were a 
very important part of the scene, and God’s plan. 
They were a lower-class group of people, yet the 
angels appeared to them! Scripture assures us 
that they were terrified! The events of this night 
were a far cry from their day-to-day operation of 
sheep herding. Perhaps it was the heart of those 
who made sure not to lose one sheep, that sought 
after sharing news of the One who would go after 
the hearts of all men … seeking not to lose one. 
“And this is the will of him who sent me, that I 
shall lose none of all those he has given me, but 
raise them up at the last day” (John 6:39).  

“Gloria, in excelsis Deo.” This phrase repeated in 
the song means, “Glory to God in the highest.” 
Heaven sang praise as Jesus came down, which 
reflects the transition from heaven to earth is The 
first verse of this carol mentions the mountains 
“echoing their joyous strains,” as the angels sang. 
When the Son of God, who created all things, 
made His entrance to earth, angels sang of things 
that only they might have been privy to witness of 
the earth’s reaction to Jesus coming down.  

Away in a Manger  

Though this is polled as one of the most popular 
carols, it’s authorship is debated. “Away in a 
Manger” sweetly sings of the baby in the manger, 
lying peacefully amidst dire circumstances. God is 
not challenged by inconvenience, as proven by the 
way His Son made entrance into the world. He 
walked where we trod, looked up at the same 
stars we gaze upon, and succumbed to the same 
rotation of day and night that we exist through 
each 24 hour cycle of light and darkness.  

“I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky  
And stay by my cradle til morning is nigh.”  

On the flip side of the stars, He sits at the right 
hand of the Father. Born of humble nature and 
exalted as King of Kings, this carol truly tells the 
story of Jesus’ birth. Unpredictable as His 
circumstances might have appeared, it came to 
pass exactly like God said it would. The night that 
Jesus cried out from the manger, heaven sang 
praise of the One who would set humanity free 
from the shackles of sin by His sacrifice.  

O Holy Night  

Adolphe Adam is credited for authorship of this 
carol back in 1847. One night set the course of 
humanity on a different plan of action. Through 
Jesus’ death, we are set free. One birth, out of the 
many that occur on earth each day, set the 
greater destiny of all time in motion. We are 
redeemed by His grace. And the angels knew He 
was on a different level than mere minds wrapping 
around fulfilled prophesy.  

“Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! O 
night divine, the night when Christ was Born; O 
night, O holy night, O night divine!” 

Merriam-Webster defines “holy” as: exalted or 
worthy of complete devotion as one perfect in 
goodness and righteousness. Christ is perfect, and 
Christmas is the celebratory genuflection of His 
choice to come into a world caked with sin to bring 
us home. It’s not a choice everyone will make, but 
everyone will have a choice; every ear will hear. 
“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached 
in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, 
and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14).  

© Meg Bucher (www.crosswalk.com) 

10 Christmas Carols that Tell the Real Story of Christmas cont ... 
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1. A prophet foretold the birth of Jesus, but what 

was his name? 

a) Enoch 
b) Hosea 
c) Obadiah 
d) Isaiah 

2. Before the birth of Jesus, Mary was visited by 

an Angel who spoke of her miraculous 

pregnancy. What was his name? 

a) Raphael 
b) Gabriel 
c) Azrael 
d) Uriel 

3. For the journey to Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph 

a) walked 
b) Joseph walked, Mary rode a donkey 
c) rode a bus 
d) Who knows? 

4. When Mary became pregnant, Mary and Joseph 

were 

a) married 
b) just friends 
c) engaged 
d) none of the above 

5. When Mary became pregnant, 

a) Joseph married her 
b) Joseph wanted to dissolve their relationship 
c) Mary left Nazareth for a while 
d) both b and c 

6. Christmas has always been observed 

a) on December 25 
b) on January 17 
c) at Grandma’s house 
d) none of the above 

7. How many wise men came to see Jesus? 

8. Who directed Mary and Joseph to go to 

Bethlehem? 

a) Herod 
b) an angel 
c) Caesar 
d) the ATO 

9. Just what is a heavenly host? 

a) an angelic choir 
b) the welcoming angel in heaven 
c) an array of angels 
d) none of the above 

10. How many angels spoke to the shepherds? 

a) a multitude 
b) two … Gabriel and Michael 
c) one 
d) Who knows? 

11. What song did the angels sing? 

a) “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
b) “Joy to the World” 
c) “Glory to God in the Highest” 
d) none of the above 

12. Baby Jesus was born in a 

a) cave 
b) manger 
c) Bethlehem 
d) none of the above 

13. Joseph’s family was from 

a) Jerusalem 
b) Nazareth 
c) Bethlehem 
d) none of the above 

Bible Quiz 

14. What animals were present at Jesus’ birth? 

a) cows, sheep and camels 
b) cows, sheep and donkeys 
c) lions and tigers and bears 
d) Who knows? 

15. What is a manger anyway? 

a) a barn 
b) a place for hay 
c) a feeding trough 
d) a Bible term for the church nursery 

16. When did baby Jesus cry? 

a) when he opened the wise men’s gifts 
b) whenever babies usually cried 
c) when the cattle started lowing 
d) “no crying he makes” 

17. Shortly following his presentation at the temple, 

Jesus' life was threatened – but by whom? 

a) Nero 
b) Herod 
c) David 
d) Saul 

18. Mary, Joseph and Jesus were forced to flee. 

Where did they find sanctuary? 

a) Samaria 
b) Nazareth 
c) Egypt 
d) Greece 

19. Who saw the star over Bethlehem? 

a) Mary and Joseph 
b) shepherds 
c) three kings 
d) none of the above 

20. What in the world are Magi? 

a) Eastern kings 
b) bankers 
c) astrologers 
d) school teachers 

21. When the wise men brought their gifts to Jesus, 

they found him in: 

a) a manger 
b) a house 
c) Vacation Bible School 
d) none of the above 

22. What sign were the shepherds to look for? 

a) a star over the stable 
b) a barn outlined with Christmas lights 
c) a baby in a manger 
d) both a and c 

23. What did the innkeeper say to Mary and 

Joseph? 

a) “I have a stable out back” 
b) “Come back after the holidays” 
c) “There’s no room in the inn” 
d) none of the above 

24. In what books of the Bible will you find these 

fascinating facts? 

a) Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 
b) Matthew and Luke 
c) Mark and Matthew 
d) Matthew, Mark and Luke 
 

the Pettit Family/Baptist Press 
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God sees you knows you 

The open secret of Christianity is that, while God is accessi-
ble, God is not always obvious. Even when God walked the 
earth in the person of Jesus, God was not obvious. Jesus 
was so shockingly controversial in His claim to be God that 
He was crucified. 

God is gracious enough to allow us to see Him if we look. He 
wants to be found. Second Chronicles 15:2b tells us, “If you 
seek him, he will be found by you …” And it’s true — once 
your eyes are accustomed to the search, God is every-
where. 

When I could not see God in life’s monotony, God called me 
to seek Him, gently nudging me to soften my eyes, to see 
beyond the obvious, to ask what else might be revealed in 
the repetitive scene of my life. 

As I took a closer look, God’s presence not only emerged 
from the midst of the messy scene; it completely popped off 
the page. Once I adjusted my perspective, I could not not 
see God. 

He had been there all along, giving shape to the pattern of 
my world, guiding my steps, growing my character, faithful-
ly answering my desperate prayers. These answers were 
not the magical fixes I asked for but rather the eternal, soul
-strengthening experiences I needed. They were stories I 
collected to teach my children to see God in the everyday 
world around them. 

Friend, if you seek God, He will be found by you. God sees 
you, knows you, desires a relationship with you and calls 
you to come to Him. 

Danielle Hitchen 

Where is it hard to see God working in your life right now? 
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About midway through our trip to Israel, we 
visited Bethlehem and the Church of the Nativity. 
We actually stayed in a hotel on Manger Square 
for three nights, so we had a little more time in 
this little town than the average tourist. Of all the 
holy sites we visited in Israel, I think that that the 
Church of the Nativity was my favourite. First of 
all, our guide was amazing. Secondly, I learned 
more about the birth of Jesus from a historical/
cultural perspective than I ever knew. I left 
Bethlehem with a completely different view of the 
birth of my saviour and I feel like I’m better for 
knowing it. I didn’t learn anything that shook up 
my faith, but I did learn things that deepened my 
faith and connected dots that I didn’t know needed 
connecting. 

Let’s start with the story we all know: 

Joseph and Mary travelled from Nazareth to 
Joseph’s home town of Bethlehem because of the 
census. They arrived at the very full and busy 
town of Bethlehem and there was no room in the 
Inn. Fortunately, there was room in the stable 
which is where Mary had baby Jesus, surrounded 
by the animals. She wrapped baby Jesus in 
swaddling cloth and placed him in a manger. 
Joseph and Mary (and a barn full of animals) 
treasured what had happened. 

Right? Hmmm, not exactly. The story isn’t exactly 
accurate as we know it. Some of the inaccuracies 
have to do with the translation process. Other 
inaccuracies are due to a modern/western 
disconnect from the historical and cultural 
perspective. Let’s look at how this really 
happened. 

Jesus wasn’t born in December 

You may have already known this. I had heard 
this. I had heard that “Christmas” was moved to 
December 25th to mirror the date of a pagan 
holiday. How do we know for sure that Jesus 
wasn’t born in December? When you combine 
what the Bible says and the historical and cultural 
information, you get your answer. December isn’t 
a lovely time in Israel. Yes, it’s the desert, but it’s 
quite cold and messy at this time of the year. It 
was highly unlikely that a census was held in 
December. Most historians claim that a census 
would likely happen after the harvest and before 
the weather got bad. Also, we know in Luke 2 that 
the shepherds were in the fields tending to their 
flocks at night when Jesus was born. Generally, 
shepherds would be out with their flocks from 
early spring through October. It was too cold in 
December to be in the fields. Our guide also told 
us that they wouldn’t be in these particular fields 
when the crops were growing, so it was likely to 
be during the Fall when Jesus was born. Many 
biblical experts can do some math to put Jesus’ 
birth date in mid-late September. It is highly likely 
that John the Baptist (Jesus’ cousin) was 
conceived in June (based on the priestly duties of 
Zacharias when he was told by the angel that he 
would have a son). We know that six months later, 
Mary was visited by the angel Gabriel to be told of 
her conception. Play the months out and you 
arrive at a September due date. 

Joseph and Mary would never have stayed in 
an Inn 

Bethlehem was the ancestral home of Joseph. It 
was likely that he had family in Bethlehem. Aunts, 
uncles, and cousins. Even if he had never met his 
family, he would only need to share his family 
lineage with a few people in town to be directed to 
his family home. The very idea that Joseph 
wouldn’t have stayed with family is unthinkable. 
Where we are misled is the word “Inn.” It’s the 
Greek word “kataluma” This word can be 
translated to the word Inn as it was in several 
other stories in the Bible. However, the word 
“kataluma” can also be translated to “private 
upper room.” “Kataluma” is the same word used 
to describe the room where Jesus and the 
disciples had the last supper. This was typically a 
private room reserved for guest or entertainment. 
It was likely that other family members had 
already arrived and they had already taken all the 
available space in the “kataluma.” 

Jesus wasn’t born in a stable 

If there wasn’t room in the “kataluma,” where 
were Mary and Joseph sent?  Well, they stayed in 
the lower section of the home with the animals. 
You have to understand a few things before you 
form an impression. An ancient Palestinian family 
in this region would only have two things of value. 
Gold or sheep. The animals, most likely sheep, 
would have lived in the home with the family. 
Most homes were just one room and the family 
would place the sheep in the lowest and furthest 
back part of the home. There was often very little 
separation from the sheep and the family. This is 
where Mary and Joseph stayed, among the sheep 
in the back part of the home. When Jesus was 
born, this little family wasn’t sad and alone off in a 
stable far from their relatives. No, they were 
surrounded by family. It was likely a time of great 
rejoicing, a beautiful celebration with relatives. 

The Church of the Nativity was built over this 
home. There was a holy site built over the cave/
grotto in the first century to commemorate the 
location. It’s possible that the location isn’t exactly 
accurate, but because it was recognized as a holy 
site within 100 years of the birth of Christ, it’s 
very likely that this was the actual location. The 
cave under the Church of the Nativity fits the 
description based on Biblical, historical evidence. 
There was a large upper room for entertaining as 
well as a lower section where the sheep would 
have been kept. 

This new knowledge didn’t transform my faith, but 
it did deepen my understanding. I love the idea 
that Joseph and Mary weren’t alone that night. I 
love the idea that they were surrounded by family 
who celebrated with them. As Christmas rolls 
around this year, how I imagine the moment of 
his birth will be different from how it was in the 
past. 

Kenny Conley  
(http://childrensministryonline.com) 

 

Jesus wasn’t born the way you think he was 
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Different Christmas traditions in Europe were always interesting to me. I’m often asking people to describe 
me some unique customs typical for their countries. Christmas is usually celebrated with family and in the 
privacy of people’s homes. So, when you’re travelling, it’s a bit hard to learn about them. That’s why I asked 
some of my fellow bloggers and expats living in the Netherlands, to tell me more about how they celebrate 
Christmas in their countries. 

Croatia 

Christmas in Croatia is one of the most important holidays of a 
year. Preparations start early in December with Saint Nicholas Day 
celebrated on December 6th. Children clean their shoes and put 
them in a window. If they were good, they’d find sweets and little 
presents in them in the morning. However, if they were a bit 
naughty throughout the year, they’ll get a golden switch. 

On Christmas Eve, we decorate our Christmas trees and eat fish or 
seafood. During the day, cookies and sweets are being prepared, 
as well. In the evening we’re putting Christmas presents under the 
tree, and they could be opened either the same evening or on 
Christmas morning. In my family, we could never wait for the next 
morning and would open the presents right after the Christmas Eve 
dinner. Many people attend the midnight mass that evening, as 
well. 

Christmas Day is considered to be a family day in Croatia. So it’s a 
time when you either go to visit your extended family, or they will come and visit you. Like with everything 
in Croatia, each region and the city has its own unique Christmas traditions, so they could vary slightly 
depending on where you are 

Spain - Canary Islands 

Food is an important part of Christmas celebration in Spain. 
However, meals being prepared on the Canary Islands could be 
different from the one in the mainland. Usually, the whole family is 
involved in preparing the food and decorating the house for the 
Christmas dinner. Some typical food that could be found on a 
Christmas table is soup, steamed shrimps, pork or turkey, 
ensaladilla (a dish made with mashed potato, tuna and mayo), 
cheese and sausages platter, bread, boquerones (kind of an 
anchovy) and also anchovies. Of course, there’s also a dessert, 
and it could go from ice cream to very elaborated tarts full of 
chocolate. 

In Spain, presents are exchanged on the Epiphany (The Three 
Kings) celebrated on January 6th. Something typical for Spain is 
having El roscón de reyes (it’s a cake filled with creme) before or 
after opening the presents. A funny custom related to it is that 
there are always a ‘king’ and a ‘bean’ hidden in a cake. If you get 

a bean, you’re responsible for buying El roscón de reyes next year. And if you get a king, then you need to 
put a crown on your head. Churros and hot cocoa are also very traditional to have on that day. 

Catalonia 

If you are looking for some of the strangest Christmas traditions in 
Europe, look no further than Catalonia. This region prides itself on 
being distinct from Spain, and when it comes to Christmas, it’s no 
different. Of course, Catalonia takes part in some of those typical 
Spanish Christmas customs such as the Mass of the Rooster, a big 
Christmas Eve dinner, and The Three Kings on January 6th. 

However, what makes the Catalan Christmas so unique, is one 
central figure: the Caga Tió (or Tió de Nadal). The Caga Tió quite 
literally is a pooping log. Every year on December 8th, the tió is 
brought in from the forest. He is given a blanket because he is 
cold, and food to eat because he is hungry. In fact, he is given so 
much food that, just before Christmas, he has to poop. So, 
naturally, being the giving people they are, the Catalans have to 
help him with this endeavour. A few kids are rounded up, given a 
stick, and begin to hit the tió while singing a song in Catalan that 

roughly means, ‘poop sweets tió, if you don’t want to poop, we will hit you with the stick’. After one, two, 
maybe three tries, the children look under the blanket and discover something every kid would love to see. 
The tió has ‘pooped’ out sweets. 

Christmas Traditions in Europe 

https://tourist2local.net/christmas-like-a-local-in-catalonia/


15 Paul’s Epistle 2.30 – December 2021 

 

 

Czech Republic 

For Czechs, Christmas is the most important holiday of the year. 
Preparations start long before the actual festive days, with 
shopping for gifts, cleaning the home and getting everything 
ready for Christmas. 

In the Czech Republic, it starts on December 24th, with Christmas 
Eve being the time when the whole family celebrates with a lovely 
dinner. After it, the presents can be found under the Christmas 
tree. So Czechs unwrap their gifts a day sooner than in many 
other European countries. The whole day of December 24th 
people are not supposed to eat any large meal until the Christmas 
dinner is served. Munching on Christmas cookies or the unique 
Christmas pastry called vánočka is allowed. Children are promised 
to see a golden pig if they manage not to eat. Nowadays the 
tradition has morphed into kids being given a little chocolate pig 
wrapped in golden tinfoil. 

Some families engage in several different traditions. Little candles are placed in walnut shells and floated in 
water in a sink. Every family member gets one. If someone’s small boat floats away from the others, it 
means that particular family member will soon leave home. Since the Christmas dinner traditionally consists 
of fried carp with potato salad, many families also place a scale under their plate to ensure some monetary 
gains in the future. 

The Netherlands 

There is something unique about Christmas tradition in the 
Netherlands that sets it apart. Yes, the Dutch love to decorate 
their houses and set up a Christmas tree just like anywhere else. 
But the holiday is shared with another one: Sinterklaas on 
December 5th. A unique children’s holiday. Usually the Dutch do 
gifts on Sinterklaas evening instead of a Christmas Day if they 
have small children (or there are any in the family). Only when 
the kids are old enough, and they stop believing in Sinterklaas the 
presents move under the Christmas tree. 

Sinterklaas is also the reason the Dutch will wait with decorating 
their homes for Christmas until he left on December 6th. You 
won’t see a Christmas tree in many Dutch houses before that 
date. When Christmas comes around, the Dutch tend to celebrate 
it with their families. Different than the US, for example, the 
Netherlands has two Christmas days. Being as pragmatic as they 
are, this works out perfectly. One Christmas day is spent with one 

family and the other Christmas day with the in-laws (or the other way around). 

The main meal can be a lavish Christmas dinner, but more often than not the Dutch prefer a more traditional 
way to eat, and it’s called Gourmetten. It involves a hot grill in the middle of the table with individual pans. 
Small pieces of raw meat, fish, and vegetables are placed around the table, and everyone can cook their own 
meal. It’s a great social event and typically Dutch. 

Italy 

Many fascinating European Christmas traditions could be found in 
Italy, as well. Christmas time in Italy starts on December 8th with a 
celebration of the Immaculate Conception, which is also the 
national holiday. Another important holiday is celebrated on 
December 13th – Saint Lucy, who is a saint protector of the sight. 

A tradition particular for Italy is that women gather in the evening 
to prepare the traditional Christmas sweets. Volunteers from the 
village, together with children from the choir and the church, 
prepare a live Nativity Scene with animals, like the one Christ was 
born at. Parents buy Christmas gifts for their kids and take them to 
church. Someone dresses as Santa then, loads the presents and on 
Christmas Day goes around the village and gives the gifts to the 
children. 

Nativity scenes are also arranged in private homes, only, of course, 
with the small figures. The tradition of creating the Nativity scenes 

actually comes from Italy, from Saint Francis of Assisi who made the first one in the 13th century. Food is 
also an essential part of Italian Christmas tradition, and Christmas meal usually consists of different meat 
dishes, lasagne, and cakes pandoro and panettone. 

Tea Gudek Šnajdar, Culture Tourist 

Christmas Traditions in Europe cont ... 

https://www.travelgeekery.com/category/destinations/europe/czech-republic
https://culturetourist.com/destinations/the-netherlands/sinterklaas-celebration-in-amsterdam/
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13. c  -  See Luke 2:4 

14. d  -  The Bible doesn’t say anything 

about animals being present 

15. c  -  A trough or an open box in which 

feed for livestock is placed 

16. b  -  He was fully human as well as fully 

God 

17. b  -  See Matthew 2:13b 

18. c  -  See Matthew 2:13a 

19. d  -  Three kings are not mentioned in 

the Bible, only in songs 

20. c  -  astrologers who dabbled in the 

natural sciences 

21. b  -  See Matthew 2:13 

22. c  -  see Luke 2:12 

23. d  -  an innkeeper is never mentioned in 

the Scriptures 

24.   b  -  Check it out! 

 

the Pettit Family/Baptist Press 

1. d  –  see Isaiah 7:14 

2. b – see Luke 1:26 

3. b  -  the Bible gives no details of their 

means of travel 

4. c  -  See Matthew 1:18 

5. d  -  See Matthew 1:19 

6. d – December 25 was selected late in 

the fourth century as a day to celebrate 

Christ’s birth 

7. See Matthew 2:11b. The Bible doesn’t 

say how many  -  only that Magi came 

bringing gold, frankincense and myrrh 

8. c  -  see Luke 2:1 

9. c  -  see Luke 2:13 

10. c  -  See Luke 2:9 

11. d  -  See Luke 2:13-14. They didn’t sing 

they spoke. OK, if you picked c, we’ll 

give you a point! 

12. d  -  See Luke 2:7. We aren’t told where 

Jesus was born, only that after his birth 

he was laid in a manger 

Bible Quiz - Answers  

Jesus promises 

From the beginning, Christmas has been 
messy. Unlike the beautiful scenes from 
children’s story Bibles, Jesus’ birthplace was a 
dirty, stinky manger. Jesus was born in a 
mess. 

Think about it: Jesus Christ, Immanuel, which 
literally means “God with us,” chose to be born 
in a mess. And now Jesus promises to be with 
us always, even in our mess. 

One of the verses I clung to during my painful, 
messy Christmas was Hebrews 10:23, which 
says, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful.” 

How do we make it through the “most 
wonderful time of the year” when we’ve lost 
our jolliness and we don’t want to “jingle all 
the way”? 

Let’s cling to Truth. And God’s Truth reminds 
us that, no matter the size of our holiday 
mess, we are not alone. 

Cindy Bultema 

How can you cling to God’s Truth this 
Christmas season? 

 



17 Paul’s Epistle 2.30 – December 2021 

 

 



Paul’s Epistle 2.30 – December 2021 18 

 

 

Jesus or Santa: Who gives the Better Christmas Story? 

promise that He sets out in the form of a Riddle. 
The Creator’s riddle speaks mysteriously of ‘the 
woman’ and ‘an offspring’ which is described as a 
‘he’. This ‘he’ would crush the ‘head’ of the 
Adversary. And that was it!  Who the ‘he’ was, or 
the ‘woman’, exactly how this would unfold – and 
when – was not clearly stated. The Adversary was 
now left pondering his next move and the first 
humans wondering how, and if, this Riddle would 
develop. 

The unfolding Story – through a man and a nation 

The drama continues when centuries later another 
riddle is given, this time to a traveler. This riddle 
was unique in that it promised a blessing to ‘all 
nations’.  Like Santa on Christmas Eve this promise 
was to travel to all the nations of the world – of 
which you and I are a part. Then, departing from 
the verbal format, a bizarre drama was acted out 
on a remote mountain top. Like a play, this drama 
looked forward to something that ‘will’ happen on 
the then remote mountain. But the what, when, 
how and with whom, was not directly stated. Those 
details remained a mystery. About 500 years later 
an equally bizarre drama with this same man’s 
descendants, now in another country, inaugurated 
a calendar that is still in effect today which 
contained pregnant markers in its yearly cycle. 

Royalty enters the Story 

After a further 500 years another chapter in this 
epic opens up. A certain title – from which we 
derive the world Christmas today – was 
inaugurated to a Royal Dynasty. Though spanning 
generations like today’s British monarchy, the title 
in this dynasty pointed to a coming specific person 
who would have worldwide significance. 

Unfortunately, this Royal Dynasty, though it began 
with such promise, was destroyed. Like a tree that 
is severed from its root, this dynasty was smashed 
so that only a dead stump remained. Well, the 
stump was only mostly dead. In fact, through 
another riddle, it was promised that a Branch would 
one day shoot up from this seemingly dead stump. 

Signs of the Unique Christmas Person 

With that severing of the dynasty, the flow of 
promises, each equally mysterious, began to flow 
more rapidly through a group of diverse men living 
in different social strata, countries and cultures. 
The timing of the budding of the Branch was given, 
even a name was announced, though somewhat 
shrouded in imagery. What was not mysterious 
however was the peculiar ‘sign’ which would 
accompany it. The crystal clear sign was: 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The 
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will 
call him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14 ca. 750 B.C.) 

Though that promise seemed understandable (and 
seemingly impossible), what was not immediately 
clear was why such a sign was needed. Why was it 
necessary to circumvent a human father? Was the 
Creator against sex? In explaining the effect of this 
birth the riddle pointed back to the virus of sin 
running amok in our human race. A re-boot of the 
human species was going to be attempted to stamp 
out the virus. 

Christmas has traditionally been about celebrating 
the birth of Jesus. The Gospel accounts of a virgin 
birth, angels appearing to shepherds, and wise men 
traveling from afar to see the baby Jesus in a 
manger provided a story that was convincing for 
our great-grandparents. That generation added 
symbols such as manger scenes, Christmas trees, 
lights, music and drama (ex. Dickens’ Christmas 
Carol) to give Christmas the festive foundation so it 
would become the juggernaut of celebrations that it 
is today. 

But since then, perhaps because of our increasing 
secularization and modern doubt over the 
Christmas story (C’mon – a virgin birth – Really?!), 
we have culturally swapped that story for Santa and 
his mission to give gifts to boys and girls who have 
managed to stay off the naughty list. It is a great 
story for kids, and it can safely be discarded when 
we get older since it never claims to be true – just 
safely fun. It seems a better story in our modern 
world when we can take a needed break from the 
harsh realities of real life and experience, with our 
kids, a fun story. So Santa dominates our radio and 
television and ‘Happy Holidays’ is becoming the 
Christmas greeting of choice. It is safer for a 
modern world steeped in doubt, anxious to avoid 
offending, and happy to have a season to pretend. 

I have always loved good stories. Whether mythical 
(like The Lord of the Rings), sci-fi (like Star Wars), 
or historical (like Braveheart), a story with an 
insurmountable challenge or threat, an authentic 
hero, and a plot that sees the hero vanquish the 
villain, but in an astonishing way.  Through a drama 
with a large scope, good stories have always 
absorbed my attention. 

It was when I looked again at the Biblical Christmas 
story, to before the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ birth 
that I started to see that it also was a great story, 
with a plot and a depth that rival all classics. Even 
taken purely as story, the Biblical Christmas story 
beats the Santa replacement story just about any 
way you look at it. But to see this, you need to 
grasp the Biblical Christmas story as it was meant 
to be understood – as one chapter in a long epic, 
spanning the entire universe and enveloping the 
entire human race. 

The Bible Christmas Story from its Beginning 

This Christmas story really begins with a Creator. 
He makes everything that exists, including a Being 
of immense power, intelligence and beauty whom 
the Creator refers to as Day Star or Lucifer. Lucifer 
sets himself up as the Adversary of the Creator – 
and a universal showdown is on the table. The 
Creator has also made mankind in His Image so 
that they are emotional, intellectual and have the 
power to make choice. The Adversary scores first in 
their head-to-head by setting in motion a chain of 
events that results in the corruption of humans, so 
that they no longer function emotionally, mentally 
and volitionally as they did originally. Like a 
computer virus wreaking havoc in your computer, 
there is now a virus loose in mankind which causes 
sin – a missing of the target – creating the havoc 
we see in the world today. 

So what would the Creator do? Use his infinite 
power to annihilate humans, or to imprison the 
Adversary? Here the plot takes an astonishing twist. 
Instead of responding with force and power like 
some cosmic Superman, the Creator makes a 
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A Free & Verified Christmas Gift 

But if you understand everything from the beginning 
you get a great story. Better yet, you and I get the 
opportunity to become characters written into this 
unfolding and continuing story. As Christmas is just 
as much about receiving gifts from loved ones as 
giving them, this story culminates in the offer of a 
gift to you and me. Receiving this gift does require 
trust in the Giver, the same kind of trust that 
Abraham had when he was offered a gift. 

Better still, there is plenty of evidence that this is a 
facts-on-the-ground true story. Unlike Santa Claus, 
for whom we do not even try to seek verification in 
the North Pole, or on his sleigh in the sky, or find 
witnesses who have seen him stuck in a chimney, 
there is historical corroboration for Jesus – even the 
virgin birth part of the story. Roman and Jewish 
historians outside of the Bible refer to him. The 
places where all the riddles were spelled out and 
where Jesus walked are terra firma real. There is a 
Bethlehem, Jerusalem and Mount Moriah. Since we 
have the story written out for us before it happened, 
we have evidence that there is one Author in this 
story. The fact that Abraham, Moses, Isaiah, Daniel 
and the others could specify hundreds of years 
beforehand the events of Jesus’ birth, life and death 
is evidence that the Creator – who alone knows the 
future – has authored this Story, as an invitation for 
you and me to join Him in it. 

If you make no effort, you will probably only see and 
hear variant Santa stories this Christmas.  But, even 
for just the sake of a good story, I recommend the 
Biblical Christmas story.  It is much better.  Here is 
the story from Matthew 1:18-25, Luke 2:1-38 and 
Matthew 2: 1-12  arranged chronologically.  It is less 
than 1300 words and will take 5 minutes to read.  It 
is worth knowing better. 

May it give you a Merry Christmas. 

Ragnar  Oborn 

But this only deepened the mystery because right 
after the Virgin birth announcement, the same seer 
continued with further bizarre predictions by stating 
that the arrival of this son would: 

1b In the future he will honour Galilee of the 
nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the 
Jordan—2 The people walking in darkness have 
seen a great light … 6 For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given, and the government will be 
on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9: 1b-2, 6) 

How could it be that this ‘son’ would be called and 
identified with the Creator, the One who was utterly 
remote from mankind? Would God really become one 
of us? Before that perplexing question could even be 
entertained a gruesome ending to this whole saga 
was given in a funeral song. Or was it an ending? 

The drama, riddles and puzzles were all inked and set 
down thousands of years ago. If you can read 
Hebrew you can read them all in the most ancient 
preserved writings of the ancient world – the Dead 
Sea Scrolls – only unearthed from their storage from 
deep antiquity a few decades ago. With the last 
message written there was then a long and expectant 
wait. Would the drama unfold as it had been written? 
In fact, was it even possible that all these strands of 
riddles could ever be simultaneously fulfilled?  Both 
the learned and unlearned pondered over these 
riddles as the centuries moved on. 

If you skip all this and only start the Biblical 
Christmas story with Jesus, shepherds and wise men, 
then you miss the drama, the suspense and 
development of plot. You do not see the cosmic 
story. You probably will only see it as an antiquated 
tradition of your great-grandmother.  But really, the 
birth of Jesus was the start of a fulfillment of riddles 
that had spanned centuries.  The riddles kept the 
Adversary guessing and people living in hopeful 
expectation. 

Let us focus on the blessings in our lives 
God calls us to worship Him in Spirit and in truth. What does that 
look like in our daily lives — especially in those moments when we 
feel more like complaining than worshipping or giving thanks? That’s 
a question I (Rachel-Ruth) have asked myself for many years, as I 
can find myself easily slipping into complaining. 

There is a day coming when all reason for whining will be removed. 
Until then, we can keep our hearts focused on worshipping the Lord 
in Spirit and in truth as we wait for His return. 

How do we ignite that reverence for worship in the next generation? 

My grandmother faithfully modelled this for me. I remember many 
occasions when she set a limit to my complaints. She had enormous 
compassion and wisdom. But she also had the discernment to tell 
when I was just feeling sorry for myself. She used her love of music, 
her sense of humour and her ability to commiserate with me to gen-
tly remind me to talk to Jesus about whatever the issue was instead 
of whining about it. 

It’s been said that discouragement is the devil’s calling card. He 
loves to use discouragement to divide relationships, halt effective 
work and deflate us to the point that we can hardly function. 

Worshipping the Lord is the best way to fight discouragement. My 
grandmother showed me three practical ways to do this: focus on 
the blessings in my life, carry a song in my heart and keep a sense 
of humour to help remove any traces of discouragement. 

Now, when I start to whine in my spirit, I remember her encourage-
ment to count my blessings and worship God for them. 

Anne Graham Lotz and Rachel-Ruth Lotz Wright 
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When Christmas time is hard 

How do we make it through the “most wonderful 
time of the year” when we’ve lost our jolliness and 
we don’t want to “jingle all the way”? 

Let’s cling to Truth. And God’s Truth reminds us that, 
no matter the size of our Christmas time mess, we 
are not alone. 

From the beginning, Christmas has been messy. If 
scratch-and-sniff Bibles were a thing, we would smell 
the stench when we read about the first Christmas in 
Luke 2. Unlike the beautiful scenes from children’s 
story Bibles, Jesus’ birthplace was a dirty, stinky 
manger. Jesus was born in a mess. 

Think about it: Jesus Christ, Immanuel, which 
literally means “God with us,” chose to be born in a 
mess. And now Jesus promises to be with us always, 
even in our mess. 

One of the verses I clung to during my painful, 
messy Christmas was Hebrews 10:23, which says, 
“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, 
for he who promised is faithful.” 

The Message Bible paraphrases it this way: “Let's 
keep a firm grip on the promises that keep us going. 
[God] always keeps his word.” 

I kept a firm grip on God's promise that I was not 
alone. 

For a long time after David's accident, everything in 
me wanted to keep pushing people away — to hide, 
isolate, stay in my jammies forever and be all alone. 

My dear mentor at the time said, “Cindy, you have a 
choice. You can let David's death make you better or 
bitter. You choose.” 

That was the day I decided I was choosing better. In 
the midst of my painful grief, I drew near to God and 
others. 

Will you do the same? 

Friend, whatever you do, don’t sit in your loneliness. 
Ask God for the courage to remember that He’s with 
you, and then talk to someone. It’ll change 
everything for you. 

Jesus, thank You for being Immanuel — God with us. 
In the midst of my Christmas time messes and 
stresses, help me to draw near to You and to others. 
I praise You for always being with me. In Your 
Name, Amen. 

P31 Ministries 

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, 
for he who promised is faithful.” Hebrews 10:23 
(NIV) 

Five months before my wedding and two weeks 
before Christmas, I received a call while I was at 
my parents’ home. My fiancé, David, had been 
killed in a freak workplace accident. 

Suddenly my life felt like a beautiful snow globe 
whipped upside down and then dropped — 
shattered into a million pieces. 

My parents’ home quickly filled with friends from 
church, my pastor, neighbours and grief 
counsellors, each trying to comfort me amid raw, 
suffocating pain. But in my immense grief, I 
pushed them away. 

“Get out!” 

Though every person in my parents' kitchen came 
just for me, it only took those two words to send 
them all away. 

Alone on my parents' steps with the twinkling 
Christmas tree in the background, I remember 
thinking, God, this is not what Christmas is 
supposed to look like. This is painful; I feel all 
alone. God, where are You? 

I wonder if you’ve ever had a Christmas where 
things were not as they should have been. Or 
maybe that describes this holiday season for you. 

Perhaps you are: 

• Exhausted and overwhelmed by your 
overfull schedule. 

• Financially stretched. 

• Buried in bad news. 

• Stressed and sleepless because of 
relationship challenges. You can’t go to 
another festive dinner and pretend 
everything is OK when it’s not. 

In other words, the holidays are a mess; you’re a 
mess. Friend, I get it. But skipping over the month 
of December isn’t an option, and even if it were, 
we’d only carry our old stresses and messes into a 
new season. 
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You may have given up 
To the person who feels like God is distant… 

We know it’s been a while since you felt like God 
was near. 

We know you’ve felt lonelier than ever before. 

We know it seems as if His presence will never 
return. 

We see you, friend… But God sees you all the more. 

You may have given up on God’s presence in your 
life, but He has not given up on you. 

Your heart may feel distant, but He is near. 

You may feel lonely in this season, but God has 
never left your side. 

Sweet friend, let’s take our feelings to God’s Word 
tonight and remind our hearts of some Truths about 
the nearness of God: 

Psalm 145:18 

“The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all 
who call on him in truth.” 

James 4:8 

“Draw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded.” 

Psalm 139:7-10 

“Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where 
shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to 
heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in 
Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings of the 
morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, 
and your right hand shall hold me.” 

While we may not always feel the nearness of God, 
His Word reminds us that we can draw close to Him 
at all times. You are not forgotten, friend! The God 
of the universe sees you, loves you, and longs to be 
near to you. Let’s meditate on these scriptures 
together tonight. 

Have you felt the nearness of God lately 

 

P31 Ministry 

Grace 
Your grace that leads this sinner home 

From death to life forever 

And sings the song of righteousness 

By blood and not by merit 

 

Your grace that reaches far and wide 

To every tribe and nation 

Has called my heart to enter in 

The joy of Your salvation 

 

By grace I am redeemed 

By grace I am restored 

And now I freely walk 

Into the arms of Christ my Lord 

 

Your grace that I cannot explain 

Not by my earthly wisdom 

The prince of life, without a stain 

Was traded for this sinner 

 

Let praise rise up and overflow 

My song resound forever 

For grace will see me welcomed home 

To walk beside my Saviour…. 

Songwriters: Niki Shepherd, Jonny Robinson, 
Rich Thompson (CityAlight) 
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Ian and Jenny Wood 

 
Serving the Lord in Darwin 

 
Christmas greetings! 
"She will have a baby boy, and you will name him Jesus. (That name Jesus means God saves.) You see, 
he will save his people, so that God will not punish them for the      bad things they do.” That all happened 
just like God told one of his men to write in God’s book, a long     time ago. 

He wrote, “There will be a young woman that has never slept with a man, like a woman does     with her  
husband, but she will have a baby boy. 

That boy will have a special name, Immanuel. That name means God is with us.” 

Matthew 1:21-23 Plain English Version 

Plain English 

I suspect that the Bible verses from Matthew 1 feel a bit unfamiliar. They are from the Plain English  
Version of the Bible from AuSIL (Australian Society for Indigenous Languages). Not all of the Bible is  
available in Plain English yet but AuSIL hopes to publish a mini Bible of the completed books in the next 
few months. 

Plain English is a form of English that is easier for Indigenous people - whose first language is an  
Aboriginal language. 

At Nungalinya we try to use Plain English as much as possible for our students. Like everything else, Ian 
and I feel that we're just beginning to learn how to do this. 

The NT Government has a guide to Plain English:  guide to Plain English. 

 

 

 

I'm sure Frilly would say 'Merry Christmas' 
too. He and a few other frill neck lizards live 
on the Nungalinya campus 

 

 

 

 

https://nt.gov.au/community/interpreting-and-translating-services/aboriginal-interpreter-service/aboriginal-language-and-plain-english-guide
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Community visits 

We didn't get to visit Numbulwar in November due to the COVID cases at Katherine and some of the  
surrounding communities. But, we hope to go this weekend (18-19/12/21). We did get to visit Wadeye for the 
day. It is a Catholic community that sends lots of students to Nungalinya. It was great to both meet Father 
Leo who is really supportive of Nungalinya, and visit our students' own country. 

  

  

 
Prayer points 

We're grateful 

· that we were able to visit Wadeye. 

· that students were able to come to Nungalinya this year. 

Please pray 

· for continued wisdom for the NT government now that COVID is in the NT community. 

· that we can be refreshed over the Christmas break. 

  
After this, I saw a large crowd with more people than could be counted. They 
were from every race, tribe, nation, and language, and they stood        before the 

throne and before the Lamb. 
 

Revelation 7:9 



Paul’s Epistle 2.30 – December 2021 24 

 

 

About St Paul's 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Worship Services - normal time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

SUNDAYS 

8:00am -   Holy Communion - a Traditional Service 

10:00am - Holy Communion - a Contemporary Service with Kidz Alive  
(1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays) - this service is available on Zoom, see the 
Parish's website (https://stpaulsginninderra.org.au) for the link 

10:00am - Prayer, Praise & Proclamation with Kidz Alive 
(2nd & 4th Sundays) - this service is available on Zoom 

 Kidz Alive may not run in school holidays 

LAST SUNDAY of the Month 

6.00pm A service of worship and prayer for Healing and Wholeness has 
temporarily been postponed 

WEDNESDAYS 

10:00am - Holy Communion and fellowship morning tea 

Parish Priest:  The Rev. Ken Rampling - (Day Off:  Tuesday)  

Mobile: 0455 324 449  

Email:  ken@stpaulsginninderra.org.au  

 

Paul’s Epistle: Russell Knock 

Phone: 02 6241 8242 

Email: rsknock@pcug.org.au 

St. Paul’s Ginninderra was re-established in 1973 to serve the suburbs of Spence, 
Melba, Florey, Evatt and McKellar. Four decades later people are more mobile and parish 
boundaries mean very little and yet a large proportion of those who attend St. Paul’s 
today come from within that area and we also welcome people from all over Canberra. 

The church leases a section of Mt Rogers Community Centre (old Spence Primary 
School). 
 
At St. Paul’s we endeavour to: 

• make Jesus Christ central to our life-related preaching 

• nurture adults, youth and children in a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ 

• encourage people to discover and exercise their Spiritual gifts 

• offer opportunities for people to find wholeness in their lives 

• create an atmosphere of love and friendship 

• live out the Great Commission of Jesus 

• see "His Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven" 

https://stpaulsginninderra.org.au

