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Four Bible verses to pray over your 
dreams and plans 
Whatever our plans and whatever we may face 
this year, let’s take some time to declare these 
truths over our lives today. 

* Lord, I pray that I would trust in you with all 
my heart. Help me not to rely on my own 
understanding but to trust that as I 
acknowledge you, you will make my paths 
straight. (Prov 3:5-6) 

* Lord, I pray that I would not mould myself to 
the world, but be transformed by renewing 
my mind. Help me to know that it is by test-
ing I will be able to discern what your will is 
and know what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. (Rom. 12:2) 

* Lord, help me to hold my plans with open 
hands and remember that I may plan my 
way, but it’s you who establishes my steps. 
(Prov 16:9) 

* Lord, help me to remember, whether I am at 
home or away, to make it my aim to please 
you. (2 Cor 5:9) 

God’s Word never fails. Let’s pray and trust God 
to do what only He can. 

P31 Ministries 
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TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS 

The Hope of all Humanity 

The title for this message is part of the Easter 
information on the Hillsong Sydney website. 

I am not a regular visitor to that site. I have found 
over the years that their music is of greater 
attraction to me than the theology or their 
programs. I am however saddened by their current 
difficulties and the fact that they are unable to deal 
with them in a way that glorifies God. 

Like the disciples and followers of Jesus during that 
first Holy week so many of the responses failed to 
glorify God. 

So many of the actions and consequences 
exhibited, anger, fear, guilt, deceit, selfishness, 
false bravado, lies, shame, remorse and more. 

The world and God’s church will always make 
mistakes and God NEVER says manage those 
mistakes HE says repent... and quickly. Seek 
forgiveness for those who were wronged even if 
they also need to repent for their part. 

Easter demonstrates two things: 

(1) Humankind’s complete and total inability 
to get it right on our own, and 

(2) God’s capacity for Grace. 

This Easter like so many before it we are in a time 
of war, persecution, deceit, economic oppression, 
natural disaster, a refugee crisis and much more 
that causes our Heavenly Father to weep just as 
Jesus did as He looked back over Jerusalem that 
one last time. 

God’s people unwilling, unable to obey, to serve and 
to sacrifice as they had promised to do. They 
wanted to be Gods people, God’s disciples but they 
did not want God to be God. 

Jesus did not write a systematic theology, Jesus did 
not write worship songs, Jesus did not construct a 
church building, Jesus did not develop a discipleship 
program, Jesus did not worry about church finances 
or church growth.... 

Jesus, was “obedient [to the Father] to 
the point of death, even death on a 
cross” (Phil 2:18). 

The ministry of Jesus Christ was... 

“...to bring good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favour.” (Luke 4:18-19) 

It is the essential quality of the mission of the 
church today. 

Easter reminds us that we will be identified as 
disciples by the fruit we bear for the captive, the 
blind, the oppressed. 

If we do this... even the rocks will express their 
adoration, praise and joy as they cry out “Hosanna, 
blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.“ 

 

Rev. Ken Rampling 
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Do you know the greatest love story ever told? No, 
I am not talking about Romeo and Juliet. No, it’s 
not Jack and Rose from the Titanic either. In fact, 
it’s not even Noah and Allie from the Notebook.  

What if I told you it was between the people of the 
world and Jesus Christ? What if I told you it was 
even more personal than that? Because Easter is 
really the love story of Jesus and you. That’s right 
– Easter isn’t just a holiday where you get endless 
amounts of chocolates and eat hot cross buns. It’s 
so important to understand the story behind 
Easter because those 3 days changed the world 
forever. 

Now let’s start at the beginning… 

Long ago, (approximately 2,000 years ago) in a 
land called Jerusalem, Jesus and his disciples were 
preparing for the special Passover meal. At the 
same time, the officials were scheming and coming 
up with plans to kill Jesus because they didn’t like 
how he was so popular with everyone he 
encountered. Judas (one of Jesus’ disciples) made 
a deal with the officials to betray Jesus … 

The Last Supper 

 

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 

On the evening of the Passover, Jesus broke bread 
with his disciples and said: “Take this and eat it, 
for this is my body, which I am giving for 
you.” (Matthew 26:26) Then he took a cup, and 
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you. (Matthew 26:27) 
Then he said, “one of you will betray me.” Judas 
knew it was going to be him. Not only that, Jesus 
knew Peter (who supposedly was his most loyal 
friend) was going to deny him 3 times.  

Gethsemane & Solitude 

 

Photo courtesy of Wikipedia 

Jesus knew the heavy weight and sacrifice he was 
about to make. He asked the disciples to stay put 
while he went to an olive grove called 
Gethsemane. There he knelt down and began to 
pray. He prayed “Please take this cup of suffering 
away from me. Yet I want Your will, not mine.” 
Jesus went back to pray 2 more times after that 
asking for the burden to be taken away but 
accepting God’s will over everything.  

A Morning for Betrayal 

Judas gave the officials a prearranged signal: “The 
one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” After Judas 
gave Jesus a kiss, the officials arrested him. At the 
same time, every single one of Jesus’ disciples ran 
and deserted him.  

When Peter was questioned whether or not he 
knew Jesus, he denied him 3 times. Once Peter 
remembered that Jesus mentioned he would deny 
him, he went outside and cried.  

Can you imagine what Jesus must be feeling at 
this point? Every single person he loved, taught 
and trusted just betrayed him and ran away at the 
sight of trouble. He was about to be crucified for 
no reason and felt completely alone.  

On that Friday, Jesus was Crucified 

 

Photo courtesy of Pexels 

Pilate had Jesus arrested, whipped and mocked. It 
was torture for Jesus in all aspects – physically, 
mentally and emotionally. He was made to carry 
his own cross for kilometers to Calvary Hill where 
he would be crucified. Officials nailed Jesus to the 
cross and people continued to spit on Jesus and 

Easter - the greatest love story ever told  
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Easter - the greatest love story ever told  cont ... 

mock him. During sundown, on that fateful 
Friday, Jesus died. 

Pilate couldn’t believe Jesus was finally dead. The 
officials buried Jesus, wrapped his body in white 
linen cloth and placed him in his tomb. Then they 
rolled a large stone in front of the entrance.  

Even though, it seems like a dark and sorrowful 
day – it makes you wonder why it’s called “Good 
Friday”. Jesus didn’t deserve to die, he willingly 
sacrificed His life for our sins. The world and the 
people were corrupt, selfish and headed for 
destruction. The suffering and sacrifice of Jesus, 
as horrible as it was, made the dramatic 
execution of God’s plan to save his people from 
their sins.  

“Good Friday marks the day when wrath and 
mercy met at the cross. That’s why Good Friday 
is so dark and so Good.” 

On Sunday, Death was defeated as He is Risen 

 

Photo courtesy of James Emery on Flickr 

Very early Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene, 
Salome, and Mary (mother of James) went to 
visit the tomb to place burial spices over Jesus. 
But when they approached the tomb, the large 
stone had been rolled aside. So when they 
entered the tomb, they saw a young man clothed 
in a white robe. The angel told the shocked 

women “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are 
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was 
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the 
place where they laid him. But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you 
into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he 
told you.’” 

So Mary went to tell the disciples (who were still 
in mourning) that Jesus is alive, they didn’t 
believe her at first. But Jesus appeared to them 
and said “Go into all the world and preach the 
Good News to everyone, everywhere. Anyone 
who believes and is baptized will be saved. But 
anyone who refuses to believe will be 
condemned. These signs will accompany those 
who believe: They will cast out demons in My 
name, and they will speak new languages. They 
will be able to handle snakes with safety, and if 
they drink anything poisonous, it won’t hurt 
them. They will be able to place their hands on 
the sick and heal them.”  

40 days after Jesus rose from the dead, he got 
the disciples together and prayed for them. As he 
was praying, he was carried back up into 
Heaven. From that day, the disciples were led by 
the Holy Spirit to share the powerful story of 
Jesus to all people. Over 3,000 people become 
Christians on that day. People have been telling 
others about Jesus ever since. 

Share The Good News 

Jesus died especially for you so that you may 
have eternal life. He defeated death just for you! 
He saved you from your sins and gave you the 
gift of grace.  

Jesus is the true Saviour of the world who made 
a great sacrifice because of true, genuine, 
authentic love. Now that’s the greatest love story 
ever told… 

*If you’d like to read the full story of Easter from 
the Bible, read Mark 14-16.  

Northern Territory Christian Schools Blog 
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God is always knocking  
Before listening to her young patient’s 
heartbeats, a paediatric nurse at the 
hospital would often fit the stethoscope 
over the child’s ears and allow them to 
listen first. 

One four-year-old boy was awed by the 
sound. The nurse asked him, “So… what 
do you suppose that is?” 

The child, a regular at Sunday school, 
smilingly answered, “Is that Jesus 
knocking?” 

God is always knocking at the door of our 
heart inviting us to be more loving and 
compassionate to one another. The choice 
to open that door is ours. He will not force 
His way into our heart. 

“If today you hear His voice, harden not 
your heart!” - Psalm 95 

Anonymous 

No matter the final outcome of any situa-
tion 
Sometimes our life circumstances don’t make sense. 
We wonder what God is up to, and more pressing, 
we may even doubt and wonder if God will come 
through at all. But doubt is not the same as unbelief 
— as we see most beautifully in the example of John 
the Baptist, who found himself suffering in prison 
because of his allegiance to God. In a moment of 
questioning and doubt, John wondered if God would 
come through for him. 

In Jesus’ response to John in Matthew 11:4-6, Jesus 
quoted Isaiah 61:1. But He omitted one very im-
portant phrase. He said nothing about the prisoners 
being set free. 

From Jesus’ response, John understood that his 
faith, which got him imprisoned in the first place, 
would not set him free from the prison cell he found 
himself in. What John was expecting would not be 
what he would experience. And Jesus didn’t come 
through in the way John had hoped. 

But John’s story does not end in despair. He did not 
fall into the trap of unbelief. Nor did he “stumble,” or 
fall away, on account of Jesus. On the contrary, Je-
sus alluded to John later in His ministry as an exam-
ple of righteousness. (Matthew 21:32) 

What we can learn from John is that he moved not 
from uncertainty to certainty but from uncertainty to 
trust. He learned what we must all learn: In God’s 
hands, even what seems senseless is sacred and full 
of meaning and purpose. 

Friend, I’m not sure what you are facing in your life 
today. But if you are struggling to give your hopes 
and hurts to God, you are in good company. We’re 
all limping along, learning to trust Jesus in all the 
things. 

The good news is that Jesus not only suffered for us, 
but He suffers with us. He enters our pain. And no 
matter the final outcome of any situation, Jesus 
gives us the grace to walk faithfully under the weight 
of our cross and into His glory. 

Ruth Schwenk 

What hopes and hurts can you give to God today? 

Such a powerful message!   

I just had to share it. 

 

Two donkeys were walking in Jerusalem, 
when one donkey said to the other, “Just 
yesterday I was here carrying Jesus and the 
people were singing and shouting and 
throwing down their clothes for me to walk 
on, and today they don’t even recognise 
me”. The other donkey replied, “that’s how 
it is my friend ... Without Jesus you are 
nothing. 
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Five Oaths 

Do you ever feel like the moment your head hits your pillow at night, your mind takes off? 

Anxieties, to-do lists, a replay of everything that happened that day and what’s on the schedule 
for the next. 

How can we sleep with all that’s going on? All there is to do? All there is to plan? All there is to 
take care of? 

Oh friend, whether it be anxious thoughts, or a restlessness in your soul that’s keeping you 
awake at nights, scripture assures us that God is working on our behalf while we sleep. 

Psalm 121:4 tells us, ““...He who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.” 

When we feel overwhelmed and too anxious to sleep, God is awake and working. We can sleep 
sweet tonight because God is at work. 

What worries can you hand to God before you go to sleep tonight friend? 

Proverbs 31 Ministries 

Amazing Grace  
A staff member of a hospital recounted this story: 

I had a very unique experience. I went to draw blood from a patient who 
seemed to be incoherent. He shook a lot and it was very hard to get blood 
from him.  

I went to see him again the next day. As I walked into his room, some-
thing made me start humming “Amazing Grace.” The patient had not made 
a sound in days, according to the nurse. But, as I continued to hum, the 
patient became still, and then started humming with me.  

So, I began to sing the song to him, and he sang with me, not missing a 
word.  

I was so blessed.  
Sometimes, God’s grace is all you need. 

Author unknown 
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The situation looked very grim for Jesus’ disciples 
that first Easter. 

Jesus had been arrested, shamefully treated, and 
killed. The last thing they expected was his 
resurrection, and yet that’s what happened, and 
that’s what we celebrate each Sunday and 
especially at Easter.  

Jesus’ resurrection brought hope and possibility 
and pointed ultimately to the new creation God is 
bringing to the whole world. 

This Easter season finds many people around the 
world in grim situations.  

Ukrainians continue to suffer due to the Russian 
invasion of their country. Millions of other people, 
especially in Europe, are suffering due to higher 
fuel and food costs because of Russia’s action. 
There are other wars and conflicts where people 
are suffering, among them South Sudan, 
Myanmar, and Afghanistan.  

Here in Australia, many communities are being 
impacted by floods and the ongoing effects of 
climate change are felt all around the world. Covid 
19 continues to rage everywhere. 

You’d have to say that for many of the world’s 
population, things may look hopeless. And without 
the resurrection they would be. But because of it, 
there is hope.  

Hope of change and renewal.  Hope that light will 
come from dark.  Hope that the kingdom of God 
will be revealed. 

And in the meantime, God will continue to give 
strength as we turn to him and trust him. 

The death of Jesus on the cross showed the depth 
of God’s love for the whole world and brought the 
hope of forgiveness and reconciliation between 
God and humanity.  

The resurrection of Jesus proved that Jesus is 
Messiah, saviour, and ended the hold of death 
over creation. We continue to wait for the 
revealing of all the fruit of Easter, but we wait as 
people filled with hope because of what happened.  

The despair of the disciples was transformed to joy 
when they realised Jesus was raised from the 
dead. May we be filled with joy as we celebrate 
Easter and look forward to its fruit in our world.  

The Most Reverend Geoffrey Smith, Primate  

Anglican Church of Australia 

Published on the National Council of Churches in 
Australia website.... 

https://www.ncca.org.au/news/media-releases/
item/2758-easter-messages-from-leaders-of-
christian-churches-in-australia-2022 

Easter Message from the Primate of the Anglican Church of Australia 

Slow down … 
Where I live, most people want to avoid the cold 
dreariness of winter. We prefer the hopefulness of 
spring, warmth of summer and vibrance of 
autumn. 

In the same way, most people want to avoid 
winter seasons of life. We’d prefer continuously 
moving through spring, summer and fall — 
enjoying the growth and joy those seasons bring. 

Yet the wise Solomon tells us that the human 
experience unfolds over all seasons — not only our 
favourite ones. “For everything there is a season, 
and a time for every matter under heaven 
…” (Ecclesiastes 3:1) 

In Ecclesiastes 3, he writes that life is a passage 
through various times: a time to be born and to 
die, to weep and to laugh, to keep silent and to 
speak. Not all of those verses are the kind you 
would cross-stitch onto a pillow. Yet there’s little 
doubt we will go through all seasons — including 
winter. 

Think of your heart as a field. If Jesus were 
standing with you on the edge of that field, I 
imagine He would leave no stone unturned. Like 
Solomon wrote, “for everything there is a 
season” (Ecclesiastes 3:1), including seasons for 
gathering stones: “a time to cast away stones, and 
a time to gather stones together …” (Ecclesiastes 
3:5, ESV). 

What a beautiful image — Jesus gathering stones 
to make your heart-field new again. There is no 
rock too big for Jesus. He specializes in rolling 
stones away, including the one in front of His own 
tomb. 

Jennifer Dukes Lee 
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1. How many hours was Jesus on the cross?  

a. 3 hours,  
b. 6 hours,   
c.  9 hours,  
d. 12 hours; 

2. Jesus died on the cross so . . .  

a.  Angels would come and protect us,  
b. We could be happy, healthy, and wealthy 

in this life,  
c. We would be forgiven of our sins,  
d. We could understand the Old Testament; 

3. After Jesus died, whom did he send to help his 
followers?  

a. The Greeks,  
b. His angels,  
c. John the Baptist,  
d. The Holy Spirit; 

4. What Old Testament prophet predicted that a 
messenger would announce Jesus’ coming to 
earth?  

a. Jeremiah,  
b. Isaiah,  
c. Ezekiel,  
d. Micah; 

5. In the Gospel of Luke, what did the men who 
were holding Jesus in custody do to him?  

a. Mocked him,  
b. Beat him,  
c. Blindfolded him,  
d. All of the above; 

6. Who was compelled to carry Jesus’ cross behind 
him?  

a. Simon of Cyrene,  
b. Barabbas,  
c. Peter,  
d. Caiaphas; 

7. After Jesus’ death, who took Jesus’ body away 
with Pilate’s permission?  

a. Mary-Jesus’ mother,  
b. Joseph of Arimathea,  
c. Nicodemus,  
d. Simon Peter; 

Easter Bible Quiz 

8. To whom did Jesus say the following? “Do not 
cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, 
‘I am ascending to my Father, to my God and 
yours.'”  

a. Nathanel of Cana,  
b. Thomas,  
c. The angels, 
d. Mary Magdalene; 

9. Where was Jesus crucified?  

a. Antioch,  
b. Corinth,  
c. Golgotha,  
d. Nazareth; 

10. Pilate addressed the crowd desiring to release 
Jesus, but the crowd kept shouting,  

a. Who does he say that he is?  
b. Crucify him, crucify him!  
c. Are you the son of God?  
d. Worthy is the Lamb, Worthy is the Lamb. 

Easter Religious Trivia 
1. What event happened on Good Friday?  

2. How is the date of Easter calculated?  

3. Jesus was crucified on Good Friday and 
resurrected on Easter after he went to 
Jerusalem to celebrate what holiday?  

4. What kind of cloth was used to wrap the body 
of Jesus?  

5. The 50-day period following Easter Sunday is 
known as what?  

6. Orthodox Christians traditionally celebrate 
Easter a week or two after the western 
churches. Why?  

7. Christian philosophy centres on the notion 
that Jesus died for what purpose?  

8. For many Christian churches, Palm Sunday is 
often referred to by what other name?  

9. Easter always falls between March 22nd and 
what date?  

10. After being resurrected, Jesus shows himself 
to the disciples beside which sea? 

  

Trivia Champ 
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How Easter is Celebrated Around the World  

called “Kiwis”) enjoy eating hot cross buns 
during Easter. 

(And yes, hot cross buns are a real food and not 
just a song you learned how to play on the 
recorder in elementary school.) 

 
While we typically associate Easter with images 
of rabbits in the U.S., some Australians don’t use 
rabbits for their Easter festivities because they’re 
considered to be pests. Instead they use the 
holiday to celebrate an endangered Australian 
animal called a bilby. It has long ears and looks 
similar to a rabbit so they dub the animal the 
“Easter Bilby”. 
Easter week is full of church activities in Vanuatu 
which is an archipelago located in the South 
Pacific. These activities include a sunrise service 
on Easter morning and the observance of Good 
Friday and Easter Monday as official holidays. 

AFRICA 
Easter is widely celebrated in churches 
throughout Africa from the Thursday before 
Easter (called “Maundy Thursday”) through 
Easter Sunday. Churches are often decorated 
with cloths that have butterflies, flowers and 
more on them. Church services are the most 
crucial parts of Easter throughout the region, 
and people attend Easter vigils to celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus. 

The night before Easter, Christians have a vigil 
that begins somber; but when morning comes, 
dancing and music breaks out. 

In Ethiopia, Christian churches celebrate Faskia, 
which is the 55 days leading up to Easter. Faskia 
is actually a bigger deal to people than 
Christmas, and that’s why it’s celebrated longer 
than our Easter in the U.S. During this holiday, 
people spend 55 days fasting from meat and 
animal products. 

The night before Easter, Christians have a vigil 
that begins somber; but when morning comes, 
dancing and music breaks out. Families and 
communities spend Easter Sunday at church 
services and in homes, eating and celebrating. 

In South Africa, the day after Easter was 
officially recognized as “Family Day” in the 
1990’s. Originally the holiday was called “Easter 
Monday” and was designed for people to recover 
from the Easter weekend’s festivities. Today the 
holiday gives families the chance to spend time 
together. 

ASIA 
Asia is the largest continent on Earth, and 
contains a vast number of people groups, 
cultures and traditions. 

A look at the fun traditions in the Pacific, Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas. 

 
Dyed eggs in baskets, wrapped chocolates and 
jellybeans, and pastel colours — these are all 
things you probably associate with Easter. 
Because Jesus defeated death, we can have hope 
in this life and in eternity. 

As a child, I remember being excited for Easter 
service. Not because I necessarily understood the 
full meaning of Jesus’ resurrection though; it was 
because Easter was when I’d get to wear a bright 
yellow dress with a crinoline skirt and a cute 
white hat with a sort-of-uncomfortable elastic 
band that hooked under my chin. I loved Easter 
growing up because it always meant that after 
church, I’d go to one of my grandparents’ houses 
for an egg hunt, delicious food and my nana’s 
traditional Italian Easter cookies. 

As I’ve aged, my Easters have changed (alas, I 
no longer wear bonnets) and that’s a good thing. 
While I still dress up and go to church with my 
family, today I celebrate the holiday not for the 
candy or brunch but with an understanding of the 
significance Jesus’ resurrection has on my faith. 

 
Because Jesus defeated death, we can have hope 
in this life and in eternity. And while your Easter 
may contain egg hunts, church services and 
chocolate candy, Christians around the world 
often celebrate Easter differently. Learn about 
how people in each region of the world 
commemorate this important holiday! 

PACIFIC 

The Pacific is home to thousands of islands with a 
variety of landscapes. You’re probably familiar 
with countries in the Pacific like Australia and 
New Zealand. And since they’re both in the 
Southern Hemisphere, Easter actually occurs 
during the autumn instead of springtime there. 
And a lot of New Zealand residents (who are 
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How Easter is Celebrated Around the World, cont 
Bessières gather to cook a giant omelet. 
Thousands of eggs are cracked and cooked to 
create this huge dish. So why in the world do 
they do this? 
Well, tradition says that Napoleon and his army 
were traveling through the south of France one 
day and stopped in this small town. They ate 
omelets there, and Napoleon liked them so much 
that he ordered the townspeople to gather their 
eggs and make a giant omelet for his army the 
next day. And fun fact: The town has been doing 
this holiday tradition since 1973! 

AMERICAS 
Since the Americas contain North, South and 
Central America, there are a lot of different 
Easter traditions and celebrations. 
In Bermuda, people like to fly kites on Good 
Friday. The tradition started one year when a 
teacher wanted to help his students learn about 
Jesus ascending to heaven. So he took a kite 
decorated with Jesus’ face on it, and let it soar 
into the sky. It was like Jesus ascending! 

In Colombia, Easter Sunday itself isn’t 
celebrated with lots of fanfare. But Holy Week is 
celebrated widely throughout the country, with 
many people having off work part of the week or 
the entire week! Many people go on vacation 
during Holy Week, while some travel from bigger 
cities to smaller Colombian towns for traditional 
Holy Week processions and to observe 
decorations in churches. 

 
In the United States, Easter is traditionally 
celebrated with church service, plastic egg 
hunts, dyeing real eggs and eating lots of 
sweets. Like … a lot of sweets. Americans 
actually spent $2.6 billion on candy in 2018. 
We've visited many countries, but you might not 
know that there are people groups in each area 
of the world that don't have God's Word in a 
language and format they clearly understand 
yet. That means they don't know the story of 
Jesus' resurrection yet.  

So whether you’re celebrating Easter by 
attending a sunrise church service in the U.S., 
eating a traditional breakfast in Europe or fasting 
from animal products in Africa, may we all take 
the time this season to remember the 
significance of 1 Peter 1:3-4a: 

“All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have 
been born again, because God raised Jesus 
Christ from the dead. Now we live with great 
expectation, and we have a priceless 
inheritance” (NLT). 

Jennifer Stasak 

Easter is a major religious holiday in the 
Philippines, which is home to more than 7,000 
islands! In this country, two processions happen 
during Easter — the men are in one procession 
and follow an image of Jesus risen from the dead 
while the women make up another procession 
and follow Jesus’ mother, Mary, who’s wearing a 
black veil. The two groups meet at the church as 
a symbol of Jesus comforting Mary after he was 
raised from the dead. Then girls who are dressed 
up as angels for Easter take off Mary’s veil (called 
a lambong) and people celebrate! 

 
Not all countries throughout Asia celebrate 
Easter, a traditionally Christian holiday. But even 
though a small percentage of people in India are 
Christians, many people celebrate the holiday as 
a “spring festival.” Egg dyeing and decorating 
isn’t really celebrated in India but since people 
are still aware of the longstanding tradition, 
many purchase elaborately decorated eggs and 
give them as presents to their children. 

EUROPE 

In Orthodox countries throughout Eastern Europe 
like Romania, Serbia, Greece and more, Easter 
is celebrated about 1-2 weeks after other 
countries because the Orthodox churches in these 
countries follow the Julian Calendar. 

People in Germany love decorating for Easter! 
They even decorate tree branches for Easter with 
painted eggs in the same way that people 
decorate tree branches in December for 
Christmas. In addition to celebrating the holiday 
itself, Easter marks the kickoff of spring! Many 
people wear colorful traditional dress to celebrate 
the occasion. 

 
In Poland, families get together to celebrate the 
holiday and eat a filling Easter Sunday breakfast. 
But the most famous part of a Polish Easter is the 
babka, a bread that traditionally has raisins and a 
thin glaze on top of it. 
On Easter Monday in France, something unique 
happens. Volunteers in the French town of 
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Easter Religious Trivia - Answers 
1. Jesus was crucified. 

2. First Sunday following the full moon after 
the Vernal Equinox - The Vernal Equinox 
takes place on March 21st. 

3. Passover - Passover is Pesach in Hebrew. 

4. Linen 

5. Pentecost – which includes a celebration of 
Jesus' ascension into heaven. 

6. Orthodox Churches follow the Julian 
calendar, while Western churches follow the 
Gregorian calendar - The Vernal Equinox 
falls on different dates in the two calendars 
because the Julian calendar is actually 
longer than the Gregorian calendar! 

7. For the sins of humankind. John 3:17 

8. Passion Sunday - Palm Sunday celebrates 
Jesus' return to Jerusalem, the week before 
his arrest and death. 

9. April 25th - The date of Easter is based on 
the phases of the moon.  

10. Tiberias - This body of water is also referred 
to as The Sea of Galilee 

Bible Quiz—Answers 
1. b 

2. c 

3. d 

4. b 

5. d 

6. a 

7. b 

8. d 

9. c 

10. b 

The Answers  

Live the life God called you to 

I think you’ll agree when I say we all have a past. 
For me, plenty of things come to mind, and I don’t 
think I’m alone in that. 

A lot of times, we feel like our past has disqualified 
us and is preventing us from moving forward. 

But the power of the gospel is that we have hope in 
the newness of life, and there is a resurrection story 
for us, just as 2 Corinthians 5:17 says: “Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come.” 

How do we step into our life as a “new creation” 
when everyone knows us for who we were? There 
are two steps I’ve taken in my life when it comes to 
moving past my past: 

#1: We must know who we are and what God’s 
Word says about us. If we are truly anchored in the 
reality of who God says we are, when the enemy 
comes to attack we will stop him in his tracks and 
remind him who we are. 

#2: We must fully commit our lives to Jesus. We 
can’t fully be who we’re meant to become if we’re 
still living our old lives. Plenty of people in the Bible 
had to press past their pasts to step into God’s 
calling for their lives — like Moses, Joseph, Rahab 
and Ruth. We can do the same. 

Amazing impact lies on the other side of getting past 
our pasts. Live the life He has called you to, friend! 
Don’t let your past hold you back. 

Sadie Robertson 

What truths from God’s Word can you take hold of 
today to help you move on from your past? 
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Throughout the Bible, we are reminded between 
70 and several hundred times (depending on 
which phrases you count) not to be afraid. 

It’s a good thing, too. We humans are really, 
really afraid. While we may grow out of our 
childhood fears of spiders and bad dreams, we 
never grow out of fear. We worry about cancer, 
losing people we love, paying the bills and caring 
for our families in a chaotic world. 

When these fears and others crowd my mind, I 
like to imagine myself with my children in the 
crowd described in Luke 12, listening to Jesus 
speak. I would love to have heard His voice and 
seen the look on His face when He said these 
tender words: “Do not be afraid, little flock, for 
your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom” (Luke 12:32). 

The thing is, Jesus’ listeners weren’t safe or well-
to-do. They were hardworking peasants in an 
occupied land, ruled by an oppressive empire that 
wielded power through fear. Public crucifixions 
and persecution were the norm, a way to exert 
ultimate control and demand extreme compliance. 
Nothing was fine. They were going to suffer, 
struggle and go without. Jesus was going to be 
killed. Many of His friends and followers would be, 
too. 

But Jesus wasn’t preaching safety. Jesus was 
preaching the Kingdom. 

Right before He told His flock not to be afraid, He 
told them not to spend their lives worrying about 
food and clothes but to seek God and His 
Kingdom. Right after these words, He told them 
to sell what they had and give to the poor, to 
place their treasure in God’s Kingdom rather 
than in their own. He taught them to love and 
care for their neighbours and even for strangers 
in need. To pray for their enemies. Not because 
it was safe or because they had enough but 
because this is what the Kingdom looks like. 

There is no room for fear when we audaciously 
love our neighbours, strangers and enemies with 
God’s perfect love. (1 John 4:18) And when we 
fully understand God’s love for us, we can’t help 
but love those around us. (1 John 4:19-21) 

Following Jesus may not be safe, but God is with 
us, and He has promised us His presence 
wherever we go. And where God’s presence is, 
there is fullness of joy. 

Catherine McNiel 

What fears do you encounter in your daily life? 

When we fully understand God's love for us 
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that remain step up to serve in more ways, 
revealing their selflessness for their church 
family.  

By God's grace, new people have joined the 
church (and not just people moving to Roxby 
Downs). This is encouraging as we are 
connecting with our community and God is 
bringing new people to church. Each year we 
have seen God do this. Why do we get surprised 
when this happens? God is faithful!  

Please pray for our children's ministry. One of 
the encouraging comments we have received 
from both those who've left, and our wider 
community is how welcomed families feel. One 
family were anxious coming to church due to 
their previous experiences of church with their 
children. They were pleasantly surprised that 
they were truly welcomed and accepted, and not 
judged for having boisterous children. Please 
pray for the ongoing discipleship with this family 
and other people we have connected with.  

Please also pray for wisdom in growing leaders 
who can support this children's ministry.  

Dear Supporters,  

We are so grateful for your support of us as we 
serve Christ in Roxby Downs. There have been 
many things that have encouraged us greatly in 
recent months that we'd like to share with you.  

Church Life  
Church continues to be an encouragement, 
despite the constant changes. As with every year, 
we farewelled several families as work takes 
them all over the country. It was a JOY  to hear 
how these people have been encouraged by their 
time at Roxby Downs Christian Community 
Church and how it has shaped what they are 
praying for in the church where they settle. 
Please pray for these families as they re-establish 
themselves in new communities and connect with 
new churches. Pray that they will look to 
promoting Jesus in their new churches and for 
opportunities to serve.  

While it is a joy sending people off in Christ, it 
creates a challenge for those who remain, as 
numbers are depleted, and there are fewer 
people to serve. However, it is a joy seeing those 

March 2022 

📸  

 



15 Paul’s Epistle 2.31– April 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth and Children's Ministry 

We have been encouraged by the ongoing 
partnership we have with Holy Trinity Adelaide 
and Trinity Church Madbury (another church in 
the Adelaide suburbs). The youth and some youth 
leaders partnered with us on a Mission to Roxby 
last September. We had over eighteen kids 
attend, most of whom were not connected to the 
church. We had reports of some of the children 
from this mission inviting their parents to 

 

During the toddler's Music and Movement 
program, one mum shared how it was the 
first time she had been able to have an adult 
conversation in a long time. She has three 
toddlers and spends most of her time running 
after children. The team were able to look 
after her children to give her a break, a coffee 
and adult conversation. 

📸 

 
 

Family  

Visiting family and our supporting churches, 
particularly on the east coast, has been a 
challenge. We have planned visits four times 
now, yet restrictions keep coming up. Our 
last plan was to come over to NSW after 
Christmas, but the challenges of COVID-19 at 
the time created too big a risk which would 
prevent us from easily getting home if one 
of us caught COVID-19. 
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·  

· 
 

· 
 

· 
 

· Thank God that we can access the necessary services for Jaxon's needs.  

·  

📸 
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Friend, if you feel unloved and unworthy, remem-
ber that: 

God’s love for you isn’t defined by … 
Your past mistakes. 
Your relationship status. 
Your worry and doubt. 
Your accomplishments. 
Your shame and regret. 

Here are 4 truths about God's love for you...  

You are loved undeniably. 
“This is how God showed his love among us: He 
sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. This is love: not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 4:9-
10) 

You are loved unimaginably. 
“And I pray that you, being rooted and established 
in love, may have power, together with all the 
Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long 
and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to 
know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you 
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God.” (Ephesians 3:17b-19) 

You are loved unwaveringly. 
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 

You are loved unconditionally. 
“But because of his great love for us, God, who is 
rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when 
we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you 
have been saved.” (Ephesians 2:4-5) 

God’s love for you was displayed on the cross! It’s 
not a love that you have to earn and it’s not a love 
that the world can give! You are undeniably, unim-
aginably, unwaveringly and unconditionally loved 
by the King! 

P31 Ministries 

Four truths about God’s love for you 

True hope 
My heart was hurting. My strength was sapped. 
And my hope was waning. I wanted to follow Jesus 
with abandon, but on most days, I couldn’t even 
see where we were going. 
I felt so alone in my discouragement, so unseen in 
my struggles. As the road stretched long and the 
discouragement stacked high, my confident steps 
were giving way to a shaky stumble … 

Until a friend slipped into my house when I was 
picking up my kids at school and left on my kitchen 
counter the biggest pizza she could find. It would 
feed my family of seven, and more importantly, it 
would starve the lies that had taken root in my 
weary soul — I can’t keep going. 
Nobody understands. I’m so alone. 

It wasn’t an elixir for my exhaustion or an answer 
to all my questions. But it was a timely reminder 
that my feet were enfolded in love and fuelled by 
God’s strength, not limited by my own. 
Joshua 1:9 reminds me that encouragement 
doesn’t need to be wrapped in fancy words or de-
livered with a spray of confetti. Sometimes the 
best way to encourage one another is to simply 
bear witness to Christ’s with-ness. 

That’s why, at Proverbs 31 Ministries, our deepest 
desire is to eradicate biblical poverty by connecting 
people all over the globe with hope and Truth. Be-

cause we believe there’s no greater encourage-
ment than knowing Jesus and being rooted in His 
Word. And we want everyone who travels across 
the dust of this broken world to know that Christ is 
with them and for them. 

Would you partner with us in this mission, friend? 
Let’s be people who fuel weary feet and equip oth-
ers for the journey. 

Together, we can point people to Jesus … with a 
smile or a prayer, a gift or a pizza … with or with-
out the pepperoni! 

Alicia Bruxvoort 
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Refuse to allow 
Silent tears fell as the Lord gently convicted me of 
how deeply I’d fallen into the trap of thinking, “Life 
will be better when …” 

I wonder if you’ve ever tumbled into this trap? 
Maybe you’re in it now. Like me, you’re so focused 
on the future that you’re missing the good right in 
front of you. I believe we all have a propensity to 
idealize the future — and in the sometimes 
underwhelming light of today, we think tomorrow 
holds the keys to happiness. 

Much to our enemy’s delight, we end up 
discontented, disappointed and determined that 
one day we’ll find the joy and peace we desire. As 
a result, we miss all God is trying to teach us 
today. So what’s a Jesus-loving gal to do? 

Thankfully, Psalm 90:12 helps us embrace the 
present and escape the trap of always looking 
ahead. Written by Moses, Psalm 90 beautifully 
laments the trials we face while also directing our 
hearts back to God Almighty, our rock-solid source 
of hope. In verse 12, Moses writes: 

“Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a 
heart of wisdom.” 

In one simple sentence, Moses reminds us of 
what’s true: Our lives are short and fleeting! In the 
humdrum of our daily routines, it might feel like 
we’ll always have tomorrow — yet today might be 
all we’re given. 

I find it comforting that Moses prayed “teach us” — 
he acknowledges we must learn this skill! Numbing 
our days comes naturally. But numbering them 
requires the work of the Holy Spirit. Through the 
Spirit’s power, we can learn to embrace each day 
with reverence and thanksgiving. 

Meredith Houston Carr  

Where in your life do you get caught in the trap of 
thinking, “Life will be better when …”? 
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It Was Finished Upon That Cross 
How I love the voice of Jesus 
On the cross of Calvary 
He declares His work is finished 
He has spoken this hope to me 

Though the sun had ceased its shining 
Though the war appeared as lost 
Christ had triumphed over evil 
It was finished upon that cross 

Now the curse it has been broken 
Jesus paid the price for me 
Full, the pardon He has offered 
Great, the welcome that I receive 

Boldly I approach my Father 
Clothed in Jesus' righteousness 
There is no more guilt to carry 
It was finished upon that cross 

Death was once my great opponent 
Fear once had a hold on me 
But the Son who died to save us 
Rose that we would be free indeed! 

Death was once my great opponent 
Fear once had a hold on me 
But the Son who died to save us 
Rose that we would be free indeed! 

Yes, He rose that we would be free indeed! 
Free from every plan of darkness 
Free to live and free to love 
Death is dead and Christ is risen! 

It was finished upon that cross 
Onward to eternal glory 
To my Saviour and my God 
I rejoice in Jesus' victory 

It was finished upon that cross 
It was finished upon that cross 
It was finished upon that cross 
 

CityAlight 

Songwriters: Rich Thompson / Nigel Hendroff / 
Jonny Robinson 
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Ian and Jenny Wood 

 

Serving the Lord in Darwin 
 

March Prayer Update 2022 
 

Waiting, waiting and more waiting 

If feels like this last month was a time of lots of waiting. Mostly waiting to see when and if we would 
be getting some students. 

As a response to COVID reaching the Northern Territory the Government and the Land Councils re-
imposed biosecurity zones to limit people's movement into and out of the remote communities. 
Initially this was for 2 weeks, then for another 2 weeks. 

Each time the limitations would only be announced the day before they came into effect so there was 
lots of waiting for any news. 

Classes did start on March 14 a month later than planned. 

Jenny has a Certificate I class and Ian will have a Certificate III class starting on March 28. 

 

 

 

 

 

    Jenny's Certificate I workbooks 
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Telling stories a Top-End way 

In lots of our courses, students need to show that they can look up information and fill in the 
background. We have Bible dictionaries and atlases and reference books, and all of that’s fine. With 
iPads, students can hunt down information online. 

The tricky bit is that most of the articles in the books, and even more online, don’t tell stories the way 
our students do. It’s not just a question of vocabulary: reference books can assume information our 
students don’t know that they’re supposed to assume, and reference books can miss out important 
steps that our students would value. When Mark talks about Jesus meeting Jairus in Mark 5, Jesus 
arrives by boat and then talks to Jairus. Mark never mentions that Jesus got out of the boat. First 
Century storytelling just assumes that he does. Top End storytelling doesn’t make that assumption. That 
can make an interesting difference in our picture of what happens. 

A Bible dictionary article about Ruth and Boaz on the threshing floor can be great, but it assumes that 
we know a bit about wheat farming, about the layers that surround a grain of wheat, and that 
harvesting is one big effort once in the season. 

To fill a few of the gaps, for the certificate III and IV theology courses, we’ve started writing our own 
references. Our students know how to tell stories: they do it all the time. Their stories have 
sophisticated ways of thinking about the landscape, about time, and about relationships. They can 
encode layers of meaning well beyond the obvious – but they don’t do these things in the ways that 
western stories or Bible stories do. 

When our students tell stories, though, things start at the beginning, go to the end and then stop. Okay. 
But there’s no backstory halfway through. No nifty flashbacks. No introducing a surprise that you’ve 
kept hidden until near the end. No jumping from one story to the middle of the next without explaining 
how we got there. 

The kind of passive voice beloved by academic textbooks doesn’t work at all, and ‘ifs' and ‘howevers’ 
can take us into difficult places. 

The New Testament does all those things in its story telling, and that requires enough jumps from our 
students, without reference books that do it, too. 

So we write an article about threshing floors that begins with ploughing and ends with fresh bread. Or 
one on town gates that begins with why Bible towns might need walls. The process isn’t straightforward. 
Our students keep finding details that from their point of view are absurd, and things that we might 
assume as background, but which aren’t obvious. There’s plenty here for us to learn from our students 
about how stories work in the Top End, and plenty of room to create resources for teaching that cut with 
the grain. 

 

Prayer points  

We're grateful 

· That students have returned to Nungalinya. 

· That COVID has been (mostly) well managed in the NT. 

Please pray 

· That our students will stay well while they study with us. 

· ·That we can see family over Easter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After this, I saw a large crowd with more people than could be counted. They 
were from every race, tribe, nation, and language, and they stood        before the 

throne and before the Lamb. 
 

Revelation 7:9 
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About St Paul's 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Worship Services - normal time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

SUNDAYS 

8:00am -   Holy Communion - a Traditional Service 
10:00am - Holy Communion - a Contemporary Service with Kidz Alive  

(1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays) - this service is available on Zoom, see the 
Parish's website (https://stpaulsginninderra.org.au) for the link 

10:00am - Prayer, Praise & Proclamation with Kidz Alive 
(2nd & 4th Sundays) - this service is available on Zoom 

 Kidz Alive may not run in school holidays 

LAST SUNDAY of the Month 
6.00pm A service of worship and prayer for Healing and Wholeness has 

temporarily been postponed 

WEDNESDAYS 
10:00am - Holy Communion and fellowship morning tea 

Parish Priest:  The Rev. Ken Rampling - (Day Off:  Tuesday)  

Mobile: 0455 324 449  
Email:  ken@stpaulsginninderra.org.au  

 

Paul’s Epistle: Russell Knock 
Phone: 02 6241 8242 

Email: rsknock@pcug.org.au 

St. Paul’s Ginninderra was re-established in 1973 to serve the suburbs of Spence, 
Melba, Florey, Evatt and McKellar. Four decades later people are more mobile and parish 
boundaries mean very little and yet a large proportion of those who attend St. Paul’s 
today come from within that area and we also welcome people from all over Canberra. 
The church leases a section of Mt Rogers Community Centre (old Spence Primary 
School). 
 
At St. Paul’s we endeavour to: 

· make Jesus Christ central to our life-related preaching 

· nurture adults, youth and children in a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ 

· encourage people to discover and exercise their Spiritual gifts 

· offer opportunities for people to find wholeness in their lives 

· create an atmosphere of love and friendship 

· live out the Great Commission of Jesus 

· see "His Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven" 


